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4 losses on their way to a record fifth 
national title. 

Congratulations to the ’Etta Express. 
f 

RECOGNIZING MIKE CONNOLLY 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mike Connolly, an 
educator at the Charles E. Shea Senior 
High School in Pawtucket, Rhode Is-
land, for his leadership in launching 
the Voters in the Classroom initiative. 
Voters in the Classroom is a statewide 
mock election initiative involving 
nearly 25 percent of public high schools 
across the State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. Connolly’s Voters in the Class-
room initiative is an effective class-
room-based program helping to prepare 
students to be engaged public citizens. 
Students in the Voters in the Class-
room program participate in mock 
statewide referendums on important 
topics, establish voting procedures 
through classroom discussions and as-
semblies, and staff polling places at 
their schools. 

I recently visited the students and 
educators at Shea High School and 
have seen firsthand the importance of 
this program. Civic education pro-
grams like this are key to the success 
of our democracy because they increase 
the likelihood that young people will 
engage in the election process when 
they become of age. 

I congratulate Mike Connolly on this 
achievement and thank him for his for-
ward-thinking commitment to Rhode 
Island’s students and the preservation 
of our democracy. 

f 

DEBT LIMIT VOTE 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, you know, since this Presi-
dent has taken office, we have had the 
failed stimulus, omnibus, TARP II, 
Government Motors, the government 
takeover of health care. Well, the buck 
stops here. Literally, House Repub-
licans refuse to give the spender-in- 
chief a blank check to pay for his reck-
less ways. 

If the President even wants to think 
about moving forward with the debt 
limit increase, he needs to know that 
Americans want Congress to dras-
tically cut spending. 

Across the Nation, people have cut 
back and stretched their hard-earned 
dollars in order to make it through 
these tough times. The government 
must do the same. We’re facing a debt 
crisis because Washington spends too 
much and wastes too much. 

Raising the debt limit without a deep 
spending cut amounts to a Barack 
Obama big-government bailout. 
Enough is enough. Stop the Obama 
bailout now. 
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VETERANS’ UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, before I comment on why I 
am standing next to the brave and the 
true of our United States military, let 
me give a message to Syria and express 
my outrage over the heinous killing of 
a 13-year-old boy. President Assad 
should be held accountable now. And 
the United Nations needs to voice its 
opposition. As the Secretary of State 
has indicated, we need to be standing 
alongside those seeking freedom in 
Syria. 

And to our allies in Bahrain, where 
our fleet of Navy personnel are, what a 
disgrace that they have imploded and 
blown up mosques because they dis-
agree with their particular faith. This 
is the Arab Spring, but it will end in 
devastation if we don’t stand for truth 
and human rights and compassion. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think it is im-
portant, as I stand next to the brave 
men and women, some who have fallen, 
and those who now still fight, to ask 
my Republican friends do you under-
stand that there is a 10 percent unem-
ployment among those who are coming 
back from Iraq and Afghanistan? Yes, 
troops who are fighting for us and 
fighting on our behalf. Yet it has been 
21 weeks and the Republicans have no 
jobs agenda. We need jobs. Create jobs! 
If you believe in these troops, build 
jobs for the American people. 

f 

UNFAITHFUL ALLY? 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
more we learn about Pakistan, the 
more they sound like the Benedict Ar-
nold nation in the list of countries we 
call allies. First, it was Osama bin 
Laden, the world’s number one outlaw, 
living comfortably in a mansion in 
Pakistan for years, but Pakistan 
claims no knowledge of that. 

Now, a reporter in Pakistan, Syed 
Saleem Shahzad, has been murdered. 
He has been critical of the Pakistani 
Government. He reported that the 
naval base in Karachi that was at-
tacked was done so by al Qaeda mem-
bers of the Navy of Pakistan. Human 
Rights Watch says Shahzad was assas-
sinated by members of the Pakistan in-
telligence agency, who previously had 
threatened him. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan is chumming up 
to the Chinese. Sounds like Pakistan is 
playing both sides in the war on terror. 
Seven in 10 Americans believe we need 
to stop or decrease foreign aid to Paki-
stan. We should stop foreign aid to 
Pakistan until we know whose side 
they’re on. We don’t need to pay them 
to be unfaithful. They will do it for 
free. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

SENIOR SAFETY NET 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, after a life-
time of service to their families and 
our Nation, America’s seniors deserve 
the security of a basic safety net like 
Medicare and Social Security. Sadly, 
the Republican budget that the House 
approved in April puts fundamental 
programs at risk. The Republican 
budget will end guaranteed Medicare 
coverage for seniors, I state, end guar-
anteed Medicare coverage for seniors; 
cut benefits and turn control over to 
the insurance industry; and double out- 
of-pocket costs for seniors over the 
next decade. 

From day one, the Republican plan 
to end Medicare will toss 4 million sen-
iors into the prescription drug dough-
nut hole. And from day one, seniors 
across the Nation will have their 
copays reinstated for their annual 
wellness visit. 

Seniors in my district understand 
that we must lower the deficit, but it 
should not be on the backs of the poor 
or the disadvantaged. But they also 
know that it is wrong to end Medicare 
so we can extend the tax breaks for the 
millionaires and billionaires. Let’s 
work together on a real budget and 
lower the deficit. 

f 

ENDEAVOUR AND SENATOBIA 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

(Mr. NUNNELEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NUNNELEE. Mr. Speaker, at 2:35 
a.m., Endeavor landed safely following 
its final trip into space. As Endeavor 
retires after its 25th mission, it lives 
on with a unique legacy: the only space 
shuttle named by children. 

In 1989, Senatobia, Mississippi, Mid-
dle School was the national winner in a 
competition to name a new spacecraft. 
Their mission? To come up with a 
name that captured the spirit of Amer-
ica’s mission in space. 

On May 16, two decades later, as En-
deavor launched its final mission, those 
elementary children are now adults, 
and the spirit and excitement of that 
final flight was felt most in Senatobia, 
Mississippi. As the Senatobia–1, a bal-
loon built and flown by students, was 
launched, it was filled with signatures 
wishing Congresswoman GIFFORDS a 
speedy recovery and captured beautiful 
images of their beloved spaceship as it 
took to the skies for one last time. 

f 

ATTEMPTS TO DISTRACT ATTEN-
TION FROM MEDICARE PLAN 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, last night 
we saw once again a great display of 
political theater. My friends across the 
aisle scheduled a vote on raising the 
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Nation’s debt limit, knowing that it 
would fail. The vote occurred specifi-
cally after the stock market closed be-
cause they knew the harsh effect that 
this game could have on the market. 
This was simply an effort to distract 
the public away from the disastrous at-
tempt to end Medicare as we know it. 

Under their plan, from day one sen-
iors will see an increase in the cost of 
prescription drugs and preventive 
health care. They no longer want to 
discuss the vote they took to end Medi-
care and force seniors to pay more for 
less. 

We all agree that smart, responsible 
budget cuts are needed. That is why 
Democrats and Republicans from the 
House, the Senate, and the administra-
tion are working together on a plan. 
We should allow the negotiators to 
continue their work in good faith with 
open discussions on the future of our 
economy and how to decrease our def-
icit. 

Mr. Speaker, now is not the time to 
play games with the American public. 
We must focus on creating jobs, jobs, 
and more jobs, and move our economy 
forward. 

f 

ROBERT F. ELLSWORTH TRIBUTE 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a former Con-
gressman from Kansas’s Third Congres-
sional District who recently passed. 
Robert F. Ellsworth served Kansas in 
the United States Congress for three 
terms during the 1960s. He was a proud 
Jayhawk, graduating from the Univer-
sity of Kansas, and he served our coun-
try admirably in both World War II and 
the Korean War as an officer in the 
United States Navy. 

He was known as a candid and inde-
pendent-minded legislator during his 
tenure in Congress. A personal adviser 
to President Richard Nixon and a con-
fidant of Kansas Senator Bob Dole, he 
also served as an ambassador to NATO 
and as the Deputy Secretary of Defense 
under President Gerald Ford. After 
leaving politics, he founded Hamilton 
BioVentures, a company focusing on 
investment in emerging life science 
technologies. 

He is survived by his wife, Eleanor; 
children William and Anne; as well as 
stepchildren John, Sarah, and William. 
My heart, and the heart of the Third 
District, is with him and his family 
during this difficult time. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
APPROPRIATIONS 

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, it’s ‘‘get-
ting ridiculous.’’ That’s what Saipan 
Chamber of Commerce President Doug 
Brennan said about the Department of 
Homeland Security’s failure to issue 

regulations implementing Federal im-
migration in the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. And I agree, it is getting ridicu-
lous. 

Three years since the law was en-
acted, 18 months since it took effect, 
two oversight hearings, letters from 
congressional leaders, meeting after 
meeting, and still no regulations. 
Workers don’t know what their status 
will be 5 months from now. Businesses 
can’t plan for the future. ‘‘It’s putting 
the brakes on the economy,’’ the cham-
ber president says. And what does DHS 
say? The regulations will be released 
when the regulations are released. 

That is no way for a Federal agency 
to fulfill its responsibilities. We will 
get to it when we get to it? Federal im-
migration was supposed to benefit the 
Marianas, improve the economy. In-
stead, it’s making things worse. As we 
think about funding Homeland Secu-
rity today, Homeland Security should 
be explaining why it isn’t doing its job 
issuing these long-overdue regulations 
for the Northern Mariana Islands. 

f 

DEBT LIMIT VOTE AS POLITICAL 
STUNT 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, last 
night our Republican colleagues sched-
uled an empty vote on the debt ceiling, 
a political stunt with no serious plan. 
Last week, the majority leader tried to 
use a natural disaster as political le-
verage in their ideological fight over 
the budget. And last month and again 
today, Republicans propose ending 
Medicare as we know it to pay for tax 
giveaways for millionaires and giant 
oil companies. 

I’m holding another town hall meet-
ing tomorrow, telephone town hall, 
with my constituents to talk about 
these issues and what our national pri-
orities should be. The Republican ex-
treme ideological war is a disturbing 
trend, using national emergencies, the 
full faith and credit of the United 
States, and our seniors’ health care as 
if they’re bargaining chips. The Amer-
ican people and the Missourians I rep-
resent deserve better. 

It’s time to come together like adults 
to find serious solutions to our com-
plex problems. And it’s time to stop 
threatening Medicare, important insti-
tutions, our national credit, and the 
national commitment to lend a hand to 
those in need, and especially those suf-
fering through natural disasters. We 
can solve this without trying to scare 
markets or scare seniors. Let’s get se-
rious about reducing our deficit and 
growing jobs. 

f 

b 1220 

BLAME EVERYTHING FOR DEBT 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, lis-
tening to some of the Republicans that 
were speaking here earlier today, they 
want to blame Medicare, early child-
hood education, grants to firefighters 
for the debt that we have when every-
body knows that at the end of the Clin-
ton administration, this country was 
running a surplus. 

Then we had Bush tax cuts; that’s 
about a trillion dollars. Then we have a 
couple wars; that’s a trillion dollars. 
Then there is a collapse on Wall Street 
under the Bush administration. That’s 
$2 trillion. That will turn anybody’s 
budget upside down. 

But the Republicans want to take it 
out of Medicare. They want to dis-
mantle Medicare. They have never 
liked Medicare to begin with because it 
really works for middle America, for 
our seniors. We can’t let that happen. 
We cannot allow them to dismantle 
Medicare just because of these other 
things. They want to protect million-
aires, billionaires and oil companies. 
We are not going to let them do that. 

f 

REPUBLICANS HAVE VIVID 
IMAGINATION 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, we 
have heard a lot in the media about the 
political tea party. You know, there is 
another kind of tea party; that’s where 
children play with their imaginary 
friends. 

We saw an example of that kind of 
imagination last night in this Cham-
ber. We saw Republicans bring a bill to 
the floor and then vote to defeat it, not 
to raise the debt ceiling in spite of the 
fact that they passed a budget that will 
raise the national debt by $8 trillion 
over the next 10 years. They imagine 
that that $8 trillion will magically dis-
appear. 

Another example of their vivid 
imagination is believing that the 
American people will sit back while 
they end Medicare, turn over seniors’ 
health care to insurance companies and 
ask them to pay up to 70 percent of the 
cost of their health care. 

This is not an imaginary world. 
These are real people with real prob-
lems, and the American people are not 
going to sit back while the Republican 
Party plays with their imaginary 
friends. 

f 

JOBS WITHOUT CREDIT CHECKS 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday 
the New York Times editorially com-
mended bills that give people an oppor-
tunity to get jobs without having cred-
it checks run on them. In this country 
today, credit checks are run on almost 
65 percent of all job applicants, and 
sometimes they are used to deny peo-
ple jobs. 
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